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Trom 10 Mareh to 4 fpril 1953,
Findersisten airfield,
24 Jet fighters rerked in the southern portion of the installetion.

£ir activity was relatively llckt at Erfurt-
On 20 “arch, source observed for the first time
Two

birlanes and a sirgle-engine Jow-wing monoplene were slso seen there. | |

25X 1 |
25X1 1

det plenes made Jocal individuel treining flights in fair vesther.

1andinﬂs and teke-sffs were rade fror runvay mets.

ot

Hear trigunometricsl point 254 to the eost of the field, source observed a

PKV-45 DF station and 50 to €C meters muth of it a radio installation with

one rast.

Trere was vio change in the status of the rsdic insztalletion south

3s

of the I'indersleten-Irfurt highway.

Source observed 4 x 37.mm puns 2t the &4

amplacenent. Tiuck|

were geen et the field,

-

air activity observed at the field from 17 March through 1 April includeds

17 March,

In the afterncon; a }iG-15 towing an air sleeve was seen sloft.

18 March, 19 znd 21 Yareh,

From 11:30 a.m. to 43130 pom., firing at e white

sleeve target towed by s YiG-1l5 was practiced,

The tow plane flew circles

south of the town at an sltitude of 1,00C to 2,000 rmeters.

The slesve was

10 reters long and 1 reter in diameter and was stiached to & rope shout 60 me=

wers long.

The attacking planes ayprosched from the rear in such a wey that

they were a% the altitude of the target when they were akout 1,500 reters dis-
want from it snd fired five to eight rounds from a distence of shout 400 meters.

subsequently, they turned to the right.

Source obser\ea trat the tow plune took

off and lsnded vith sttacked sleeve tarpet.

24 Yareho
Qlights.

From 11:3C & .ma
They took off et intervals

to 5 pema, indiv1dua1 MiG-15s wade local training
of akout five minutes, climbed to an

Caltitude of 5 s000 meters and then came down in a glide to Jand in the middle
of the 1anding fleld,
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25 ¥arch. At 10 a.m,, & DC«3 londed, A VMiG-15 was observed rrace
ticing sercotatice. After noon, flying in formations of itwe and four
wes rracticed.

26 Yarch., Yo eir activity was cbserved excert for a DC-3 which
lended about 10 p.m. ’ ‘

27 Yarch, From 10 a.;m. to 5 polie, air activity was observed as ou
24 Vareh. Firing at toved air sleeves was also practiced.

28 and 29 March, Alr ectivity followed the uswel paitern.

.30 March end 1 fpril, Yo air sctivity wes observed.

Source stoted that the landings and formation flights observed &t the
field indicated & high level of treining reached by the pilots invelved.
No zcramble take-offs have been observed to date, The plans: al-mays
touched ground near the landing T end had & short stoppiny distance.

On 19 ¥arch, source observed 14 ¥iG-15s parked in the southeastern correr
of the installetion. Thres disescembled MiG-15s were seen further to

the west. #11 the NiGﬁlss,Earked et the field wvere fitted with auvwxilicry
fuel tanks vnder the wings.

Lo Tents covering sn area 15 meters square were seen at the south side of
the field near the three disassembled MiG-.l5s. The assertly «f one of
these plenes haed apparently teen completed, while the two others were
still teing assembled. The tail assembly wes mounted by means of a hoisiing
tackle on & tripod. The joinit retween the front and rear sections of ib.
fuselege was stovt 1.5 reters forward of the root of the rudder assembly.
The fuselage of a MiG-15 was also seen ot the instellations/ It resied on
its landing pear but was covered bty tarpaulin. No airecraft crates were
observed. The zssembly work near the fents was beirg done by about
12 men., .

5. Yotor vehicles regularly seen at the tekeoff point during air ootivity
included a trailer looking like a carsvan; the vehircle was sbout 30 me-
ters long end had a versnda-like etitechrent; a similar vshicle some-
what sraller with three windowsy & redio irucks six tank trucks and
two jeeps,

6. On 19 Varch, source observed three additional tanks with a capaecity of
50,000 liters each on wooden suprorts 50 reters south of the fuel dump.
Aiming rraectices were observed at the AA gun emplacerent. Frior to
22 ¥arch, the fence at the north side of the installation was nearing
completion. The puerding of the landing field had tecome stricter. Two

o dug-in sentry statlons were observed at the northerr edpe of the instslia-

25X1 tion. . In late
Octoter 1052, source_rede photogrephs of the fleld from the siteeple oi
Bindersleben church.” ‘

25X1X I:l 7. From 2 to 5 p.m. on 31 March, no eir activity was observed at the field.
The ceiling wzs rether low., Source obgerved six ¥MiG-15s parked nesr u:s
fiight control station. A totsl cf 18 aireraft revetments the iomer
wells of which were reinforced by stones were seen &t the souttern edge of
the field., Radio in~inliations evaillatle af, the installation included &
lov freguency spproach beacon, & PKV-43 DF stetion in the eastern ext
sion of the runway and & radlo truck mounting a FuseIl north of th» cueide
house. The nurker of fuel tenks observed at the fuel dump in the - ste .
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portion of the fleld had increased from five to nine. The tanks

rested on concrete tmses; and scldiers with red-bordered black

epaulets and three 37-mm gune were seen at the AAA emplacement. It
appeared that the air force unit was rmeinly quartered in the build-

ings south of the Pindersleben-Frfuri bighwev. i ui2di noyth
of this highway quariered AAA soldiex'alﬁ | 25X1

25X1 |

S | |Comr'ent9 It was reported previously that additional MiG-15s had
lended on & ¥arch at Erfurt-Findersleben airfield where an elert flight
of the fighter division in Merseturgs had ”re_en_.mdl-med prior to that

25X1 Mate. [ ~ According tc a
reliatle source, the new MiG-15g telonged to e regiment of the i‘ighi',ew
divislon from Crossenhein. It is unknown, why there planes roved to

the field, | 5X1
25X1
2. | |Coment. For panoramic photograph of the field, see Amnex. The
nemission of od, because the negetives had :
. Tor sketch of the field, 26X1A
P -

3, | | Comrent, It appears that on 30 March only the slert flight was
stationed at the field. According to & reliable source, the additionsl
W’iG-l‘Bs which arrived on & Mrch had egain left for their howe stetions.

Attachments: Photograph of Airfield (Air-6, Army-3, OUL-1, OCD/BR -2)
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